Impact on Today’s Young People?
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"I'm not making a mess, Mom —
I'm becoming one with the Earth!"
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1. Being Young: The 215t Century

2. Megatrends of the Mind: Young People

3. Inspirational Young People: Global Initiatives
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Shilpa Sayura 2011
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Challenges:
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200 million - live on < $1 a day

88 million - unemployed
10 million - HIV positive

130 million - illiterate
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Megatrends of the Mind = Young People
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What are they?

® Cultural Evolution
® FEvolution of Consciousness

& Postformal Reasoning
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Evolution of Consciousness Research

Rudolf Steiner, Teilhard de Chardin

Integral theorists, developmental

psychologists

Futures researchers

Sri Aurobindo
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Evidence from Science
> quantum possibilities

> creative human

> biology open systems

science with nature
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Evidence from Philosophy

8 Postmodern & poststructural
& Comparative & global

& Synthesising & integral
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Fvidence from Education

£ Pioneers: Steiner, Montessori, Dewey, Aurobindo

£ 1970s: New wave of alternatives

& 2000s: Postformal pedagogies
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Evidence from Psychology

# Humanistic & person-centred
& Transpersonal

& Postformal psychology
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What is Postformal Reasoning?

= Highest stage is formal operations

= Higher stages of postformal operations
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New doctoral research links:

... Postformal Leadership (Earl de Blonville)

... Natural Mode for Today’s Young Leaders
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Successful Young People
as Postformal Thinkers

Reflexivity Consciousness of one’s Values
Dialogical Thinking Collaboration over Competition

Imagination Inventing the totally new

Creativity Creative Arts & Business Start-ups

Higher Purpose Social Entrepreneurship

Paradox ‘Contradictory’ Behaviours

Complexity Complex Multi-tasking Capacities

Integration/Holism Big Picture Views

Intuition Going with the Flow
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Inspirational Young People:

Global Initiatives
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Youthful Enthusiasm: Idealism for the Positive

" "KX¥) 02012 ALEXANDER HOFFMAN. ALl RiGKTS RESERVED.
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Save the Giant Redwoods

Julia Butterfly Hill. 1997. Age 24
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‘Generation Waking Up’

S
Joshua Gorman
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Shikshantar
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Manish and Shilpa Jain (siblings)

Aims: To provoke, challenge and dismantle factory-schooling
To construct and connect new open learning communities

© 2012. Dr. Jennifer M. Gidley Turku, Finland June 2012




%

‘Sailing for Sustainability”

YOUTH A

& ELDERS PROVECT

Benjamin Kafka & friends
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Pioneers of Change
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Marianne Knuth ~ Marianne ‘Mille” Bojer

© 2012. Dr. Jennifer M. Gidley Turku, Finland June 2012




Key Messages

© 2012. Dr. Jennifer M. Gidley Turku, Finland June 2012




&
Key Messages

© 2012. Dr. Jennifer M. Gidley Turku, Finland June 2012




%
Key Messages

Inspirational young people create
new and positive futures everywhere

As futurists we must support and
encourage their visions and actions

Now ... What do they need from us?
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A Global Database of

Positive Youth Initiatives
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A global database of
Positive Youth Initiatives

“faith in young people,

their ability and determination to build
an inevitably different

and improved world for us all to live in”
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Visiting Professor
Research Fellow
Fellow
Visiting Fellow

www.jennifergidley.com
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