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Course Overview and Rationale

Introduction to Future Studies surveys the origins, founders and history of the futures studies movement, examines the methods and techniques of the field, covers basic assumptions and theories, and focuses on some of the basic skills and tools. In other words, the course is designed to explore the scope of Futures Studies as a field, discuss where and how it developed, how it has shaped and continues to shape its assumptions, who contributed the basic ideas and methods, where it seems to be going, and what it seems to be avoiding.

The course is multi-disciplinary, and will lead students to greater foresight about emerging issues, trends, cross-impacts, and implications in demographic, social, technological, environmental, economic, political, and other global forces of change. The course is designed to introduce students to one of the essential futures tools, environmental scanning, which will help them to better identify and monitor emerging issues, social and technological innovations and trends. Students will be introduced to some of the critical tools of analysis to put these changes in context and will be exposed to layered approaches of exploring the implications of change.  The course will also survey a range of alternative futures, scenarios, and approaches to scenario building.  It will also explore visioning, preferred futures, and visionary futures.  Finally, the course will conclude with a discussion of strategic planning and the role of futures in implementing future visions and plans.

Course Structure

The course is 15 weeks long and is divided into ten units:

1. Introduction to Future Studies

2. Futures Studies as a Field

3. Identifying and Monitoring Change

4. Systems Perspective and Social Change

5. Critiquing Change

6. Imagining Difference

7. Envisioning Preferred Futures

8. Planning and Realization of Preferred Futures

9. Methods Overview

10. Futures of Futures Studies

Required Texts
· Marshall McLuhan & Quentin Fiore, The Medium is the Massage, HardWired, 1996.

· Wendell Bell, The Foundations of Futures Studies, Volume 1, Transaction, 1997.

· Additional handouts, CD, and related web-based electronic resources (i.e., posted to WebCT) will also be considered “required reading.”

The primary text is Wendell Bell’s The Foundations of Futures Studies. One additional text is the art-work, The Medium is the Massage, a 1960s classic. In addition, students will be distributed a CD containing selected readings for the course. Additional readings and urls will be posted to WebCT.

In addition to the required texts, students are encouraged to read the national politics and government sections of Newsweek, TIME, U.S. News and World Report, political periodicals such as the New Republic, National Review, and The Nation, or national news in a reputable daily newspaper. C-SPAN cable television coverage on national political and governmental events is also encouraged viewing. Especially useful is the PBS nightly newscast, The News Hour.

Course Requirements

Grades will be based on a midterm exam, a final exam, class exercises, an “environmental scanning journal”, and class participation. Exams will test knowledge of the texts as well as any supplementary material handed out or presented in class or posted on WebCT (see below). The course also includes a writing component, 10 exercises and applications of futures methods—approximately one due per week. The flow of the course will also include a variety of small group activities and discussions, taken from the texts and from current events and developments.

Class participation will comprise ten percent of the student’s grade and will be derived from general class participation, small group discussion, and attendance (or the lack thereof). Attendance will count towards part of the grade received. Excessive unexcused absences* (i.e., more than five) may be counted against the final grade. The professor has a very low tolerance for excuses of any kind and a very low tolerance for tardiness as well, since it reflects a lack of respect for classmates and the professor. While it is better to be late than to miss class altogether, frequent late arrivals may also be counted against the participation grade. Also, please me know before class, if for some reason you need to leave early. (See Absences, under Course Policies, below.)

* Legitimate excuses need to be documented. Examples include: school functions, a doctor's note, military travel orders, death certificate, etc. Pets don’t count. Not: weddings, Las Vegas, moose hunting…

	Assignments
	Grade Scale

	Midterm Exam

200 pts

Final Exam

200 pts

Exercises (10 @ 40 pts)

400 pts

Scanning Journal

100 pts

Class Participation/attendance*
100 pts 
	90 – 100 percent = A

80 - 89 percent =  B

70 - 79 percent =  C

60 – 69 percent =  D

59 % or less = F


Exams must be taken on the scheduled day; exams, including the final, may not be taken in advance or made up unless there are serious extenuating circumstances. (See Absences, below.)

WebCT

The WebCT system will be used for online discussion, resource sharing, announcements and updates, and to post exam keys, and (hopefully) to distribute exam scores and grades. The syllabus and schedule will be posted there in case you lose your paper copy. WebCT is also available as a component of the Pandemic Planning process, as needed.

Course Policies
•
Academic Honesty Policy: Please refer to the Mesa State College website (www.mesastate.edu/main/policies/studenthandbook.htm) for the Academic Integrity Policy. Cheating on quizzes or examinations or submission of someone else’s work as your own will result in sanctions. “Faculty members have the authority to impose sanctions for academic dishonesty.  The sanctions include a reduced or failing grade for course assignments or tests or the entire course. Faculty may also withdraw a student from a course at any time.” (2005-2006 Student and Academic Policies Guide, p. 20). Students are expected to read and abide by all of the policies contained in the Guide.

•
Electronica: The use of cell phones, iPods and other MP-3 players, blackberries, and/or pagers while in the classroom are prohibited; turn them off before you enter the classroom. The instructor has a zero-tolerance policy for cell phones and reserves the right to ask a person in violation of the policy to leave class for at least one class session. The use of laptops is also prohibited, but may be allowed for students who need a special accommodation. The use of tape recorders is also restricted; students who require that accommodation must sign a release and permission form.

· Talking in class: Talking amongst students during lectures, discussion, or videos is not appreciated—it is disrespectful of the professor and your peers. If you have a question, it is always acceptable to ask, even during lectures. However, purposely-disruptive students will be asked to leave the classroom and may be sanctioned.
•
Absences: Class attendance is necessary to complete the course successfully. You should make every effort to attend class. Should you have a problem with attendance, please call me or come see me during office hours. Exams may be given around the time of holidays. Absences due to travel (only Hawai`i & Alaska students excepted) will not be excused unless they are true emergencies. Make travel plans accordingly and alert relatives who might be inclined to “surprise” you with tickets. Check with family now if this might be an issue for you. If it is, drop the class.

•
Withdrawals: Refer to class schedule for dates to withdraw without evaluation from a course. Last day to withdraw (“W”) for spring 2007 is March 26.
•
Incompletes: A grade of “I” is given only in cases of documented emergency or special circumstances late in the semester, provided that the student has maintained a passing grade.

•
Disabilities: If you need an accommodation please contact the Nancy Conklin or one of the other staff members at Educational Access Services (EAS), 1020 Elm Street, telephone 248-1801, and then discuss the accommodation with me, if necessary. Those persons who have already registered with EAS have been identified to me, but it never hurts to double-check with me.
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