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Dear Member:

1985 is fast approaching and with it we leave
1984 behind. Let's celebrate the year's close by paying
your membership fees to the Federation promptly.

Individual memberships are still $30.00

Organizational memberships are $200.00

Please make your checks out in US dollars owwwn

if it is at all possible and mail them to any one of the

three persons and addresses at the head of this letter.
Please make them out to "The World Futures

Studies Federation".

If your name and/or that of the organization is not
- printed on the check, please be sure you print it in yourself
so that we will be able to credit you properly.

" Thank you. . .
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EDITORIAL

purpose of the Newsletter of the World Futures Studfes
’)n §s basfcally to serve as a vehicle of communication

n the members of the Federation themselves and people in-
ested in futures studies throughout the world. While the
substantive portion of this {issue of the Newsletter may seem a
trifle thin~-coming, as it does, so soon on the heels of the
~ previous fssue~-~it actually should serve its networking func~
tion unusually well: we here 9include the names and addresses
of our current fndfvidual and institutional members.

But do we have your correct-~or preferred-~address? Is there
something fncorrect about 1t? Look through the 1ist: {s the
name of someone you know to be a member missing? It is very
Tikely that this s the case, and we would apprecfate the as-
sistance of all members in correcting errors and sending us the
names and addresses of omftted members. If you move, please
send us your new address. Alsc, because we are so heavily de~
pendent upon membership dues to keep the Federation going,
please recomment us to persons or institutions you know who you
think should be members and who whould be willing and able to
pay the necessary dues. Sti11, making money is not the purpose
of the Federation (and we are very good at not making money, I
can assure you), our purpcse fs communication between people
serfously committed to the study and creation of a better
world. For that, the "dues® you pay the Federation are the
sweat and tears of your everyday 1ife. These are far more im-~
portant contributions, I belfeve.

One last thing that would be of great help to me: I am very
frequently asked for specific information about our members.
Some of you I know well enough to be able tc respond. But for
many, even if I know you, I do not have any detafled informa-
tfon at all. Could each of you therefore please mail me im~
mediately a vita, or something that describes your education,
current work, publications, actfvities, and anything else that
I can share with interested persons? I would appreciate it
very much? '

Jim bator
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The following {s ROLF HOMANN"S summary report on the worksh
at the Gottlieb Diittweiler Institute in Ziirich held June 4 < gp
1984, on the Cultural Roots Of Peace. 3

Peace, in our understanding of 1t, cannot be seen in terms of
an absence of war or in oppositifon to war. Peace should be
considered as the opposite to expansive, aggressive and violat-
ing behaviour and actions, as a specific form of unexpans ive,
unaggressive and unviolating conflictesolving amongst Individu-~
als, groups and societies. In this view, peace or none<peace
cannot be tackled In a structural approach, which means in an
isolated approach, in economics, strategy, politics, and so on,
but must be dealt with on a cultural Tevel which includes and
integrates, but at the same time transcends all structures. In
this sense, we treat peace as a whole behavioural system, not
as one more attempt to a monolithic explanatfon of human be-
haviour (Danecki and Marskova).

So we have first to examine the histo - -
T rical and present~day an-

:. 2eace. nonepeace and value systems.

value system can be, and s, used in a double way. -
gitimizes peaceful and nonecpeaceful structures and gan g; ;:s
very changeab{1ity stimulate at the very least a more peaceful
value system. On this question, we see clearly that the com-
plex of all kinds of identity leads us to aggressive behaviour
towards the group unt{l we arrive at today"s crucial point of
total annihilation. We must be aware that this kind of analy-
sis 1s probably a problem of information. Most historical in-
formation s reported, Interpreted and used by members of the
power system whose concerns are affilfated to all kinds of do-
mination as a "patural Taw". We think that it Is not a pure
accident that the roots of modern $nformation technology 11e
in military complexity and demand. Information and research
into more peaceful archaic societies are, due to the lack of
{deas and information, a new task for modern anthropology and
human science. It must be used, and this kind of reasoning
should be forced, to declegitimize the so<called "natural® laws
of war, domination, top<down decisfons and so forth. It could

not be wused as a romantic ret
R urn to historical unique

The second part of the analysis must examine:

2. The autonomy of culture and historical domination by dife<
ferent structures, such as economics or political systems.
Autonomy of culture has, most probably, only existed in none
state societies, whose characteristics, following W. D. Narr,
have been described as follows: "Primitive societies were high-~
ly developed in the way they organised themselves in the 1ife
system from birth to death. Social functions were not exter~
nalised or observed in isolated segments. Space and time be-
came characteristics of the social organization in its closely
intercrelated elements. Collective experience represented 1n
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b éites and customs characterised 1ife and Iid;#,

4 14ke organizations, bureaucracies and ideologies, and

fence possible.” With the development of the state

ing structures, an autonomy of culture has become imposs
Without elaborating this whole complex, we see the last exist.
ing results. "The unremitting construction and production of
destructive weapons are carried out by alienated experts. The
work inside a complex of increasingly abstract security calcu-
lations, absorbing in a “security language® the security of the
human species, Is fundamentally endangered by this production
of security.® (W. D. Nerr) If we take into account the condi-
tions of the autonomy of culture, we are face to face with
poverty, hunger, North<South problems and so on, which hinder
this autonromy in a radical manner. In diagnosis, we see no
‘equality or superiority of peace<generating cultures today. On
the contrary, the violence-generating process of culture 1is
much more obvious. But, confronted with total annihilation,
we have to search for alternatives, if there s still enough
time left to us. We have to recognise that the tendency
towards suffering underlining some cultures, including self-
sacrifice, is under present conditions a stimulus for a violat-
ing culture.

When 1t comes to making a prognosis In the cultural context,
there arises here a series of questions which must be the con-
tent of further experience, research and dialogue:

a. What are the conditions for a shift from a vielent culture
to a noneviolent culture?

b. Could the fear of annfhilation stimulate that shift?

c. Are the conditions for peace coming from the decision-makers
at the top of the hierarchy or viceeversa?

d. Could structural viclence be changed inte 1iberation vioe
lence or is this the trap of violent ratfonality?

e. What is the Tegitimization of viclence = what are the means
and ends of violence?

f. The culture of peace cannot be a counter<culture reshaping
the values of the culture of violence.

In strategies to reach a peaceful or more<peaceful culture, we
have to act on twe levels. In a realistic view of the contem~
porary situation, 2 total change in the mode of the state, eco-
nomics, military bureaucracy, bureaucracy and ideology is not
to be expected. Visions of postestate, post<bureaucratic, post-
military and post<ideology societies are at the moment neces-
sary Utopias, often hidden in amarchistic and historical con-
sciousness of the past. So the need of our present era is to
have time to interfere in the partfal rationality which is
leading to "hot" aggression or the nuclear holocaust.
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However, at the same time, we have to organfze civil disobedi-
ence and civil resistance to all kinds of violation. Maybe the
development of a type of "powerless revelt" together with a
"powerless rebel* could be an angle from which to start a move-
ment against structure. We clearly see that "powerlessness® in
ftself has different faces or meanings under different circume
stances. It should not be confused with passive suffering.
Under a dominating system, {t reveals {itself as a powerful
counter=-power concept. From equal starting positions, this 1is
the abi1ity to change power into creative power; under struce
tures of nonedomination it fulfills this goal.

At the same time, the stimulating of crossecultural dialogues,
instead of aggressive, violating actiens and expansion, is a
direction for the future. But dfalogue in itself holds the ame
bigufty of peaceful and nonepeaceful behaviour. What are the
conditions for equal dialogue, free of competition with the aim
of understanding and communication between cultures?

We can also here follow a common call for values, {nsofar as
it does not become a call for common values.

To conclude: ft {is understandable that the question of a cule
ture of peace needs comprehensive research and understanding
of .3 variety of problems in language, fdentity, anthropology
of peace and war, relationships to 1ifestyles, value undere
standing, bureaucracy, economics etc. But the 1last question
must be, have we time enough for a culture of peace when faced
with the danger of annihilation?

The following review comes from ANDRZEJ SICINSKI and is of Das

h der Gegenwart zwischen Gedaechtnis und Glee
baler Zukunft. Sozfologfische ektiven und osit s by
Hans<Peter Meler<Dallach, Zirich, Switzerland 1983. Translate

ed title: Image of the Contemporary Socfety betweer Remembrane
ce and Glebal Future]

One of the typical and alarming features of futures studies is
3 Tack in them of theoretical thinking and an even more acute
shortage of meta<theoretical reflection. Within the profusion
of the future<oriented 1iterature, epistemological principles,
considerations from the perspective of ®"science of science",
and problems of the relatfonship of these studies to an ever

changing paradigm of scientific knowledge are not given ade<
quate discussion.

For this reason the dissertatfon by Dr. Hans<Peter Medler-
Dallach, from the Institute of Sociology at the University of
Ziirich, deserves a specifal interest. The work is composed of
three parts. In the first part, "Socfety Images: Constants,
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~ time orfentations of societies, and their

‘haps not so well known ideas outlined by the Tate (1983) Pro-

Horizons, Production Forces®, the author

and effects. He presents, among other things, in
siderations of socfal relationships between
*presente-garde*, and “"arriére-garde®. A positive
his analysis is their setting in history.

The second part {is devoted to considerations of selected
blems of contemporary sociology: {ts functions, “cognition
styles", and research strategies. Alsc fin this part, reflec-
tions on the socfal time take a prominent place. For many
*futures students® most f{nteresting may be the third part of
the book: "World Socfety and Social Image®. It refers to per-

fessor Peter Heintz on the world society. H.-P. Mefer-Dallach
concentrates just on the emerging images of such a society.

Most certainly, the discussed book should be published in Eng-
14sh for that can significantly widen the rarks of {ts readers.
If not the whole text, 436 pages is rather long, large frag- i
ments of it really deserve to be made available in English.
No matter how convincingly all the author®s assumptions and
conceptions are presented fn the book, its readers have an op-
portunity to deepen thefr own theoretical awareness and find

: ~fnspirations to their own reflections.

For several years, the Space Settlement Studies Project of Ni-
agara University (New York, USA) has published a very helpful
Newsletter on aspects of space settlement {ssues. Now they
have brought out an academic journal, Space Journal, which
deals entirely with aspects of human settlements 1in outer
space. William MacDaniel, one of the directors of the Nfagara
University program, has the lead article cn “"The Future, of
"Extraterrestrial Space Humanfzation and Sociology." Nachman
‘Ben=Yehuda of the Hebrew University has an article on "Deviance F
and Human Communfities in Outer Space.” j

A11 materfal 4n the journal is of high qualfty, and I recommend
it to all members of the Federation for, as Isaac Asimov fis
quoted as saying, "Space is the cutting edge of human experi-
mentation.”

Write Space Settlement Studies Project, Department of Sociolo-
gy, Nfagara University, New York 14109, USA.
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The Right Livelfhood Award sometimes referred to as "The Al-
ternative Nobel Prize® ("for visfon and work forming an essen~
tial contributfon to making 1ife more whole, healing our planet
and uplifting humanity®) for 1984 went to four women from Asia
and Africa. They are Winefreda Geonzon (Philippines) founder
of the Free Legal Afd Volunteers Association in Cebu City; Wan-
gar{ Maathai (Kenya), leader of the "Green Belt" reforestatfon
movement; Ela Bhatt of the SelfcEmployed Women"s Assocfation
in Ahmedabad, Indfa; and Iman Khalfef of Lebanon who organized
the Befrut peace movement,

Mark Satfn, author of the well~known book, New Age Politics,
now publfshes a newsletter, New Options, which should be of
great fnterest to persons concerned with the futher evolution
of the New Age perspective.

Satin has also been responsible for the awarding of a new age
book award (now entftled “"New Optfon®s Political Book Award®)

for several years. The winner thfs year {s the anthology by’

Walter Turett Anderson, Rethinking Ljberalism. The four run-
nerscup were Paul Hawken, The Next Economy; Arnold Mitchell,
The Nine American Lifestyles; Joanna Macy, Despair and Perscopnal
Power §n the Nuclear Age; and Guy Gran, Development by Pecple.
goan:a Macy alsc had her book, Dharma and Development among the
op en,

Pecple fnterested in New Optfons should write P.0. Box 19324,
Washington, D.C. 20036.

TATU VANHANNEN (Department of Politfical Science, University of
Tempere, Finland) sent a recent publication of his which was
published by the Finnish Society of Sciences and Letters
_ titled, The Emergence of Democracy: A Comparative Study of 119
States, 1850-1979. After testing a varjety of varfables and
clusters of varfables which cocvary with "democracy" (appro~
priately defined), he concludes that a cluster he names "Index
of Power Resources" (IPR) has the strongest association. He
then uses this, and other measures to chart the emergence of
democracies by decades from 1850 to 1980.

In a sectfon of specfal interest to futurists, "Prospects for
the Growth of Democracy,® he concludes that "because the values
of explanatory varfables have continually i{ncreased {n most
countries since the 1850s, more and more countries have enter-
ed the transitfon level of IPR, and this trend can be assumed
to continue. As a consequence, we have to expect a correspond~
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ng rise in the number of Democracies.®(p
oes admit to the existence of factors wor
inued emergence of democracies, he remains

_tic about our global political future in this re

* * * * * * *

Efght papers which were presented on the topic, "Militarism and
Militarfzation,® at the VII World Conference of the Federation
in Stockholm, Sweden {n June 1982 have been published by the
Swedish Institute of International Affairs as Conference Papers

3 1983. Contributors include Nicole Ball (Sweden), Godfried
~ van Benthem van den Bergh (Holland), Richard Falk (USA), Kris-

 tian Gerner (Sweden), Thomas Hart (Sweden), Bo Huldt (Sweden),

~ Marcos Kaplan (Mexico), Kjell Skelsbaek (Norway) and Tatu Van-
. hanen (Finland).

* * * * * * *

a2

}QRAJNIT KUMAR sent us word of a publication by D. Paul Schafer,

~ Coordinator of the Programme in Internatfonal Development, Uni-
~ versity of Toronto, Scarborough Campus, 1265 M{litary Trail,
. Scarborough, Ontario MIC 1A4, Canada. It fis titled The New
" World Order and should be of interest to members of the Federa~
~ tion because it focuses more on the cultural aspects of the
. current crisifs and the need for transformation than is often
~ the case in writings on the new world order. Chapter headings
~ 4Yndicate this clearly: "The Cultural Interpretation of His-
. tory®, "The Art of Cultural Policy", The Cultural State®, and
~ the final chapter, "The Future of Humanity®".

" Dr. Schafer also sent along a description of a curriculum 1n

International Development Studifes leading to a four year B.A.

or B.Sc. at the University of Toronto. An especfally interest~

ing feature of the programme {s the opportunity for an efght-

~ month internship (or work placement) where the student has an

~ opportunity to deepen the classroom sftuatfon with actual work-
ing experdience in development projects in Canada or abroad.

Andrew Mack, Senfor Research Fellow on Arms Control, Disarma-
ment and Peace Research at the Australfan National Uriversity
wrote to announce that the Australfan Government recently de-~
cided to provide funding for a peace research centre to be es-
tablished at the Australfan National University. The funding
level is to reach $350,000 a year, and money has been provided
for the first seven years fnftially.
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Dr. Mack would 1ike to receive word from members of the Feder-
ation engaged in peace research about ongoing or desirable pro-
jects which the new Centre should undertake or who perhaps are
interested in becoming members of the Centre®s Advisory Com-
mittee.

Write him at the ANU, Post Office Box 4, Canberra ACT 2600,

AUSTRALIA.

The Stockton State College, of Pomena, New Jersey and the Gott-
14eb Diittwe!ler Institute announce a call for papers for "Vi-
sions of Higher Education - Trans-Natienal Dialegues.®

A three year sequence of conferences cn the future of higher
education will begin August 5 through 9, 1985. The conferences
will be co-sponsored by the World Futures Studies Federation
(Rome), the G&ttlieb Diittwetler Institute for Economic and So-
cial Studies (Riischliken/Ziirich), the European Associfation for
Research and Development in Higher Education (Frankfort), the
Stockton State College (Pomona, N.J.) and the University of
Hawai{ at Manca (Honolulu, Hi.).

The primary goal of the conferences will be to promote cross-
cultural communication, visions of higher education, and the
consideration of connections between soctety and higher educa-
tien,

The first conference in Pomona, New Jersey, USA, near Atlantic
City, will deal with diverse visions of higher education,
teaching and learning situations, global problems and their re-
latdonship to higher education, and global education as a con-
dition for effective cross-cultural relationships.

We invite papers for the first conference dealing with the
follewing topics: (Selected papers and proceedings will be
published.)

- The future of leisure and werk and higher educatfon's
respoense

- Educattonal systems: structure, function and critique

- Education for excellence or elftism

- Glebal approaches to global problems

- Informatien, knowledge, and wisdom: What are they and how
are they combined to achieve visions and action for higher
education?

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS: MARCH 31, 1985
36

onference locations: v
985 Stockton State College, Pomona, New Jers )
986 Gottlieb Diittwefler Institute, Riisch1{kon,
1987 To be decided
end abstracts to: or:
Dr. Rol1f Homann
Project Manager
Géttlfeb Diittweiler Institute

CH « 8803 Riischl{kon,
Switzerland

Prof. Joseph Rubenstein
- Socfal and Behavioral Sciences
tockton State College
omona, N.J. 08240 USA

- FRANK FISHER sent to us an announcement of an fnteresting con-
ference titled to Environment, Ethics and Ecology II organized
by the Graduate School of Environmental Science, Monash Unfver-
sity, Clayton Victoria Australia from October 26th through the
 28th of this year. The conference outline and aims were:

fh recognise that present socfal structures and personal psycho~
; lo?1es will have to change if the earth is to remain habit-
- able

f- recognise and draw upon the growing awareness, in all areas
~ of human understanding, that new ways of knowing are imminent

3- depend upon and encourage perscnal fnvolvement in developing
~ the new ways.

In this way they work toward cultures consonant with humanity-
incperpetuity through understanding present structural inade-

acies and developing a new ethfc which builds on the poten~
tfal of humanity-as~part~cf environment.

Conference II examfnes innovatfons to promote the new ways.
‘It begins with an examinatfon of certain npoots of our eco~
- logical crisis" (Lynn White Jr. 1967) then proceeds with two
- days in which i{nnovation for sustainable lifestyles will be
‘discussed.

|
l
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Those interested in proceedings or reports stemming from this
nference should address fnquirfies to efther:

vid Farrow Frank Fisher

Educatfonal Development Unit Graduate School of

hisholm Institute of Environmental Science

- Technology Monash Unfversity

.0. Box 197, Caulfield East Clayton, 3168 Victoria

45, Victorfa AUSTRALIA AUSTRALIA
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