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Edlitorial

Greetings from 'sunny Turku - or at least the weather feels sunny when I
turn my feelings and thoughts to you while writing this I wish I could
know more aboutf all your valuable work for the future and find how we
could support 1t :
WFSF 1s full of mspiring activities and events all over the globe Also the
enthusiasm among our members for contributing to a better world 1s an
encouraging and positive sign at this strange time of History

The first Asia-Pacific futures course of WFSF, organized by TONY STEVEN-
SON, TERUSHI TOMITA and other colleagues and participated by many
young people was a real breakthrough You can learn more about it in
Tony's and SOHAIL INAYATULLAH's reports in this issue The next Asian
course 1s already 1n the planning stage

The “TUC Dubrovnik supplement course was held in Romania this year,
and was organized by MIRCEA MALITZA and ANA MARIA SANDI The course
reached a good number of participants and featured a high level of pre-
sentations and discussion 1n Romania, a country so beautiful in her na-
ture It may well have been the starting pomnt for a new international 1n-
stitution called “The Black Sea Unwversity’ run by Mircea Malitza, with
many courses on different subjects in various places in Romama dunng
the coming years ) -

After discussing many alternatives we have reached an agreement with
the government of Andorra to have the next “IUC Dubrovnik” course of
WFSF 1in Andorra The host of the XII World Conference .n Barcelona,
the Centre Catala de Prospectiva (CCP) will be the main local orgamza-
tion to work with 1n planning and executing the course, and we are lucky
to have Felix Marti in the team of leaders for the course Ana Mana
Sand1 will be the new member of the leadérs group to replace Tony
Stevenson The topic will be on Educatwon as planned before, and the
dates may well be 1n late spring, 1993

Other plans for conferences and events are emerging 1n various parts of
the world JiM DATOR met Japanese futures researchers in Hawan at a
Jont semnar with s Institute, and they discussed plans for a meeting
in China, orgamzed jomntly by our Chinese, Japanese, and Korean col-
leagues

We have received remarkably good news about progress n futures edu-
cation 1n India from SATISH SETH, and after coming back from the Islama-
bad conference via Delhi, I will.be able to tell you more about 1t 1n the
next issue
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BERND HAMM 1s taking over his new futures studies msititute the Centre

for European Studies, 1n Trier, and we will continte discussions on com-

mon 1nterest in seminars and courses
-

'

7
IGOR BESTUZHEV-LADA’s proposal for a semunar i St Petersburg and
Murmansk 1s still warting for a start

The preparations for the Africa World Conference mn 1995 have been
started and connections have been established with important partners
It 1s clear that we need a long preparation pertod and much enthusiasm
and work .
The Second Announcement of the XIII World Conference 1n Turku next
year will be mailed out to you in November PLEASE SEND YOUR
FILLED APPLICATION FORMS IMMEDIATELY BACK TO THE CONFER-
ENCE OFFICE! It 1s a contribution required at this moment from each
participant, even if you are not one hundred percent sure that you will
attend Iam one hundred percent sure, however, that your participation
will be important to all of us, so please do show up!

WFSF cooperation with the UNESCO Futuresco project headed by Pierre
Weiss 1s running favourably and 1s most vital to the members The first
1ssue of the new bulletin of the bibliographical futures studies UNESCO
Future Scan 1s available now and will be mailed by the office to all ab-
stractors and contributors ”~ The topic of the first 1ssue 1s education, the
second one 1s envronment, and the third 1ssue of culture 1s under prep-
aration Please keep on mailing to the WFSF office Turku or to Jim 1n
Hawan abstracts of recent futures studies, published in your area
That'’s the way to get the bulletin regularly Those interested 1n 1t, please
indicate your interest to us and we will try to find out how to make the
deliveries as cheap as possible You may also turn directly to Pierre
Weiss, UNECO Paris, to ask how to subscribe the bullein PLEASE
KEEP ON MAKING ABSTRACTS, ALL COMMON BENEFITS OF FU-
TURESCO ARE BASED ON IT And a small honorary fee can be paid for
your contribution to WFSF

ALEXANDER TOMOV and other good colleagues 1n Sofia have worked over
the proceedings of the Sofia conference after a munor delay in the plans
The book will come out soon The Barcelona proceedings have been fin-
1shed and copies mailed out to the conference participants Please notify
us 1if you have already recewved copies of the proceedings of the Benying,
Budapest and Barcelona conferences Some spare copies will be avail-
able i Turku next year, but you may make your request directly
ERZSEBET GIDAI (Budapest) and Felix Mart: (Barcelona)

Information and news of many other on-going activities or plans can be
found 1n this 1ssue I hope that this ghmpse of plans and events will con-
vince you of my assertion at the beginming, of the valuable coherence we
can create through cooperation in WFSF

All the best,
Penttt Malaska

'
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—— Presidential election results —

Jim Dator

i

The ballots cast for WFSF President today, Saturday, October 10, 1992,
results were \

Pentt1 Malaska-107

One other person got one vote
I hereby declare Pentti Malaska duly elected President of the World Fu-
tures Studies Federation for a term which shall begin with the WFSF

General Assembly scheduled to be held in Turku, Finland, during the
WEFSF World Conference, on Wednesday, August 25, 1993

I will keep the ballots here i1n Hawau in case there 1s any question about
the election

§88§

New Councu Member Proposals

The WFSF members are invited to send therr proposals for the memb

of the WFSF Executive Council 1994-1997, 1o be elected at the Gene?crusl
Assembly meeting in the World Conference |
President of to the Secretary General

N Turku, August 1993, to the
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MINUTES
OF WFSF MINI-COUNCIL MEETING

Work in Progress

Preparatory and consultatwe to the Council meetings

Saturday, 13 June, 1992
Hotel Rantasypi Ikituun, Turku,
Finland, from 9 15 am tol 35 pm

Chair Jim Dator

Council members present Sohail
Inayatullah, Pentti Malaska, Tony
Stevenson

WFSF members present Leena-
Maya Salminen, Mika Mannermaa
($$9-11)

Secretary Anita Rubin

1§ Approval of the Agenda
The agenda was approved

28§ Futuresco Clearing House
LEENA-MAIJA SALMINEN, one of the
Futuresco coordinators, gave her
report on the project The second
phase on the subject "Envwonment'
has® been completed and the
abstracts mailed to Pierre Weiss,
UNESCO  Altogether 60 abstracts
were received and Merja Laaksonen
made mild some language editing
The synopsis was written by MOHAM-
MED KassAs, Egypt The contract on
the third bulletin on "Culture" has
been signed with UNESCO and the
process of mwiting the abstractors
has started ELEONORA MASINI wall
write the synopsis

N

k]

Pierre Weiss informed us that the
first bulletin on "Education”, synopsis
written by RICK SLAUGHTER, has been
printed and mailed to the members
Leena-Maya Salminen's suggestions
on the problems of the present
structure and practices of the project
were discussed

It was decided that the problems will
be dealt with more thoroughly at the
Editonal Board meeting which
probably will be held in Panis in
February 1993 The Secretary
General will contact Pierre Weiss and

pomnt out the importance of having
that meeting

The substance of the abstracts were
discussed and 1t was decided that
they should be summaries of the
origmnal  text, not so much
mterpretations by the abstract writer
on the authors i1deas

It was also decided that if someone
writes an abstract on his/her own

work, then this person should not be
paud for 1t

The mmportance of the relationships
and contacts between the staff
mvolved with the project, both n
WEFSF and in UNESCO, were stressed
and 1t was decided to propose that for
that reason, Leena-Maya Salminen
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from WFSF will become a me;nber on
the Editorial Board and MIKA MAN-
NERMAA will leave the Board

3 § WFSF Conferences in 1992

Romamia PENTTI MALASKA introduced
ANA MARIA SANDI's and Mircea
Maltza's program plan for- the
Romaman "IUC" course in Stina de
Vale 1n August 1992 The course will
get UNESCO funds worth USD3500
The IUC has asked the Federation (as
well as all other former course
organizers of the IUC Dubrovnik) to
have the word IUC labelled on the
courses even though they are run
elsewhere 1n order to give support to
the ongmal IUC This matter was
discussed and because 1t 1s not clear
if that label can be used outside
Europe, 1t was decided that Pentti
Malaska will write to Professor @rjar
@yen 1n Norway, Director General of
the IUC, to get further information

Bangkok TONY STEVENSON told the
mini-Council about the economic
problems of having the course 1n
Bangkok m August In spite of
several letters and inquinies about
funding from UNESCO, there has
been no answer from them so far
The course, however, will be run even
though the number of foreign
participants might be small this time
It was decided that other funding
sources will be searched for and the

Federation will pay USD1000 to the ~

organizer for supporting students
Also the site just outside the city of
Bangkok 1s 1deal for a workshop

Islamabad Pentt1 Malaska and So-
HAIL INAYATULLAH explained the
economuic situation of the conference
Raising the funds necessary to bring
foreign participants to Islamabad
seems to have failled and the
conference has to be run on a smaller

profile There are funds to organize
the conference on a more local level
with only a few foreign participants
who will take care of their flights and
accommodation by themselves The
funds available are from the
Pakistan1 government and paid n
rupees which cannot be exchanged
for other currencies

It was decided to continue the
preparations this way

JIM DATOR brought up the suggestion
by QIN LIN-CHENG to organize a local
conference together with Chinese
Society for Futures Studies and
Chinese Academy of Sciences 1n
Shanghai night after the Islamabad
conference The matter was
discussed and it was decided to go
ahead with the plan if the travel
connections are possible Jim Dator
will keep contact with Qin on this
matter

48§ WFSF Conference in 1993
The subject was to be dealt with 1n
the International Commttee meeting
right after the Mini-Council meeting

5§ World Conference in Africa in
1995

Pentti Malaska read ODERA ORUKA'S
letter 1in which 1t was suggested that
the conference be held m Nairob,
Kenya Eleonora Masim's fax on the
same subject was read The theme
was discussed and the Ethics of
Futures Studies was brought up, as
well as the Envvonment It was
decided to leave it up to the local
organizing group to come up with a
theme suggestion -

The economuc possibilities were
discussed and 1t was decided to keep
Dr VAN HULTEN informed on the
plans Pentt1 will also contact some

Newsletter

UN officials who mught be of help It
was decided to try to arrange funds
for Odera Oruka to travel to
Islamabad where a meeting of the
organizing committee will be held in
October

6 § Plans for IUC 1993 Workshops

Leena-Maya Salminen told the mini-
Council about the discussions with
Eleonora Masini on the possibility to
organize the course 1 Sofia Antipolis
next spring There has been no
contacts from therr side so far
Another possible site for the
conference 1s Andorra and the third
possibility  1s BERND HAMM's
suggestion to run the course in Trier
Penti Malaska and Leena-Maya
Salminen explammed why the La
Rochelle possibiity failed It was
decided that Leena-Maya and Tony
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will send an mwitation letter to the
possible course sites and orgamzers
to inquure about their willingness and
the possibilities to arrange the course
and raise the money needed for that
purpose The answers are expected
back by the end of September when
the final decision on the course site
will be made

The success of the Asian futures
course of this year will show how that
project wall continue The
decisions on that will be made after
the course

7 § Plans for a Joint Conference
with the All Russian Future
Research Center, Moscow

Pentt1 Malaska told the mim-Council
about IGOR
suggestions

BESTUZHEV-LADA's
and plans to arrange

The members of the National and International Committees of the Turku

Conference met in sunny Turku In June The members were taken to the
beautiful island if Setl for excursion and meetings were held aboard SS Nina

’




a semunar i Moscow on the future of
Finno-Ugnan nations 1n Russia
Discussions with the Russian society
will continue -

8 $ Proceedings

The mini-Council was told that the
Budapest proceedings have been
mailed to the Councill members
Further copies can be ordered. from
Erzsebet Gidai i Budapest, only
mailing costs will be charged

Jim Dator told us about the problems
during the editing process of the
Barcelona proceedings, due to
difficulties n mternational
communication connections The
proceedings will include 25 selected
papers and will be pnnted soon
Pentt1 Malaska told us also that the
Sofia proceedings are also nearly
ready for publishing

9 $ Funding of the WFSF office and
projects

Tony Stevenson brought up the
funding of the WFSF activities and
the historical concern on finding
funding sources This subject has
been a problem since the very
beginning The principle 1dea of
WFSF has been to keep us
independent of any outside force or
mstitution by having our special
projects and occasions, such as
semunars, courses, and conferences
' funded by the local organization in
question

The activities of the Secretanat have
been funded now by the Finnish
Minustry of Education and the Turku
School of Economics, and the costs of
the President's activities have been
funded by the Hawan University The
projects have got financing from
UNESCO, and these funds have been
appled for separately on each project

Vol 18 No 3 | il 199

m tume and the conferences and
other meetings have been financed
also by local sources 'WFSF has no
permanent sources of funding for 1its
actiities or administration

The funding should stand on a
rehable basis so that when something
1s to be organized, the Federation
could count on getting the necessary
financial resources without
strenuous efforts and uncertainty

It was decided to send a letter to ask
the Council for advice how to find
some more permanent external
funding - by building a relationship
on a permanent basis with for
instance some foundation, or
perhaps private company, or to try to
earn money through some special
projects, for instance by getting
mvolved with paid research projects,
seling  advertisements 1n  the
Newsletter, or some other way

10 $ New Members

Jim Dator represented a letter by the
Estomian futures group applying for
mstitutional membership The group
was accepted as an nstitutional
member Alberto Gasparimi  was
accepted as an individual member

Leena-Maya Salminen's suggestion
on a Junior membership category
was discussed It was decided to ask
the Council members if they approve
a new membership category and how
to call young people to join

11 $ Other matters

There have been no news from either
Koreas on the possibility to arrange a
jomnt  conference there Tony
Stevenson will try to contact the
South Koreans on the matter

YEHEZKEL DROR's letter expressing
his wilingness to resign from the

8
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Council was read Pentt1 Malaska told
the minm1 Council that several calls
from various conference and seminar
organizers have been mailed to the
Secretanat

The text of the Newsletter 2/92 was
given to.the mim Council members
for comments

Jim Dator told the mim1 Council that
some answers on the ballot on the
next WFSF President have already
arnived to Hawan

It was also decided to ask the
members to apply themselves to the
list to be represented to the General
Assembly in Turku mn 1993 in the
election of the new Council

12 $ Closing of the Meeting
The meeting was closed at 1 35 pm
Approved 13 June, 1992

Pentt1 Malaska
Secretary General

Jim Dator
President

Sohall

testing

the capacities
of the

Turku
conference
hall

There

will be

rooms
available

for meditation
too

3% &




Newsletter

Vol 18 No 3 Issue 64

October 1992

APPENDICES TO THE MINUTES OF WFSF MINI-COUNCIL MEETING

Proposal for a Junior Membership
in the WFSF

June 10, 1992

When thinking about the Future, I
am always thinking about the next
generation As decisions for the fu-
ture of our global willage have to be
made today, I do believe that WFSF
needs the youth, too

Let’s open a junior membership and
give young people between the ages
of 15 and 25 years a chance to join
the Federation with a lower (eg
USD25) membership fee per annum

Cordially,

Leena-Maya Salminen
Mother of four children P

The XIV World Conference
in Africa

June 3, 1992

We know that a number of the mem-
bers of the council of WFSF will be

meeting in Turku, Finland, June 12-
13, 1992

Our purpose 1n this fax 1s to let them
know through you that the XIV World
Conference of WFSF will be hosted 1n
Nairob1 jontly by the Philosophical
Association of Kenya and ACTS (The
Afncan Centre for Technology Stud-
1es) The director of ACTS - a well
known' international center for tech-
nology studies - 1s Dr Calestous
Juma the winner of the Pews Schol-
ars Award in Conservation and Enwvi-
ronment, 1991 -

Under the ACTS we have recently
launched the ACTS International
Centre For Environmental Philosophy
of which Prof Odera Oruka i1s the Ex-
ecutive Director

Prof H Odera Oruka
Director IIEP

Dr Calestous Juma
Director for ACTS

10
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A MESSAGE FROM THE FUTURE
TO THE WORLD'S LEADERS

Tony Stevenson

Reports of the Courses

The first WFSF Aswa-Pacific course on futures studies for post-graduate stu-
dents was held near Bangkok, Thaland in August Tony Stevenson was the
orgaruzer of the course together with Terushi Tomuta In thewr articles, Tony
and Sohail tell us on the experiences of this first course )

A group of young people, from 13 na-
tions, has sent a message from the
future — in the year 2020 - to the
present world leaders, calling for
peaceful coexistence and stewardship
of the ecosystem

The message was distributed to the
press in Bangkok on September 1,
1992 immediately after the first Asia-
Pacific Futures Studies course which
began on August 23 The course was
sponsored and funded by the World
Futures Studies Federation (WFSF),
UNESCO and the Communication
Centre at the Queensland University
of Technology, Australia

Onie of the tasks for participants,
averaging about 25 years 1n age, was
to anticipate thewr lfe in the year
2020 and to consider the actions
needed by the world's leaders 1n 1992
to ensure a preferred future for
humankind n the year 2020 They
pleaded, unammously, forpresent
decisions and actions that would lead

to a global consciousness of coopera-
tion among diverse cultures, respect
for the planet and the switch,
exclusively, to recyclable products

The course was attended by a total of
29 participants from Austraha, India,
Japan, Nepal, Nigena, Pakistan,
Papua-New Guinea, the Philippines,
South Korea, Sn1 Lanka, Thailand,
Ukraine and the Urnited States of
America The theme was The Futures

of Development Historical Roots,
Present Trends and Alternatwe
Futures

Course coordinators were TONY

STEVENSON of Australia and TERUSHI
ToMITA of Japan  Other resource
people included RICK SLAUGHTER,
Austrahia, SOHAIL INAYATULLAH, Ha-
wan/Pakistan, Violeta Lopez-
Gonzaga, the Philippines, and
GODWIN SOGOLO, Nigernia Course ad-
ministrator was Leanne Holman of
the Communication Centre Australia

11
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The course was designed to parallel
the annual futures studies course or-
gamised by WFSF 1in Dubrovnik since
1975, until last year when the site at
the Interunuversity Centre was
bombed

In Bangkok, possible scenarios for
alternative futures were developed 1n
answer to such questions as what 1if
women held half the important
positions 1in government, what if ge-
netic engineering factonies replaced
traditional procreation, and what if
the centre of the world economy
shifted to south Asia?

Another task was to mvestigate the
way people in different cultures hLve
in different concepts of time, where
some 1deas of time are founded n
traditional culture and spiritual val-
ues, while others have a basis 1n the
modern need for efficiency

Participants reported an appreciation
of each other's cultures by meeting
personally in Bangkok but looked
forward to the time when they could
collaborate via new telecommunica-
tions networks

The course also discussed the
possible future of a world free of
national boundaries, where tradition-
al nation states were replaced by a
global network of local communities

Participants made a  half-day

excursion to Bangkok from the site at
Asian Institute of Technology, 40
kilometres from the Bangkok city
centre, but about one-and-a-half
hours drive through heavy traffic An
all-day excursion was made to see
the ruins of temples and a palace 1n
the ancient city of Ayutthaya

Another Asia-Pacific course 1s
planned for next year, most hkely in
Thailand or the Philippines 0

Tony Stevenson and
Terushi Tomitg -

were in charge of
the Bangkok
futures«course

12
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THE BANGKOK COURSE — A PERSONAL VIEW

Sohail Inayatuliah.

JM DATOR had always told me that
the yearly futures courses in Du-
brovnik were his favonte intellectual
enterprises I managed to attend the
Dubrovnik course for a few days and
got a wonderful taste of 1it, but it was
recently in Bangkok where I spent
eight days at the Asia-Pacific Futures
Course, that I understood what he
meant

Besides the lecture / discussion
sections, every afternoon we held dif-
ferent types of futures workshops
(what-1f questions, scenario building)
mn small group sessions Evenings
were spent m discussion and, for
some, 1n 1nvestigating the cultural di-
mensions of Bangkok shopping

With 24 students from 13 nations,
the cultural dimensions and varied
experiences fit perfectly into the
course theme, the futures of
development theory and practice
Some students had never left their
home country, one had chimbed to
the top of Mount Everest

The amount of effort students made
to attend the course also added to 1its
value One student borrowed five
rupees here, ten rupees there until
he made the airfare to Bangkok
Almost all went through great
difficulties 1in making 1t there Those
who were there truly wanted to work
together 1n nvestigating the future
And even with Unesco funding, TONY

14

STEVENSON took his Umwersity 1n
deep debt to hold the course (this
type of selfless activity, we cannot
allow again though)

This mix of participants also led to
increased creativity We had a
Christian pniest working in Pakistan,
to Jesuits working on creating peace
zones 1n the Philippines Some were
doctoral ‘candidates and others were
Just beginming thewr university hfe
Others were government planners
The course then could seriously ex-
amine the social, political, cultural,
economic and administrative
dimensions of "development" Of
course, among the conclusions of the
course was that development theory
1s dead, what 1s needed are general
eclectic (multi-epistemological, -time,
-economic, -gender and -cultural
based) visions of the future not linear
theories of development or cyclical
theones of underdevelopment

Finally, an mmportant and cntical
part of the course began with an
mtroduction to futures studies -
basic concepts, methods, and
categores Without this course
participants could not have leapt into
rethinking development

It was a wonderful experience for me
and others who attended I encour-
age participation of all WFSF mem-
bers, What better way to understand
the Asia-Pacific region ¢
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The “Heidelberg Appeal”

Discussing the Ethics of Science and World Views

WEFSF members have recewed the follounng letter and an appeal from Dr
Muchel Salomon, asking for support for the text signed by several distin-
guished scientists throughout the world Thus letter has aroused discusswn

among the members

WFSF has taken no part in planrung, preparing, nor

mailing the letter — the addresses were taken from ther Dwrectory without our
permusswon It has to be made clear also that as an wnternatonal orgaruza-
ton of futures researchers, WFSF has no reason nor appropnate way to
make a stand behund the Appeal as a society, not this tune, nor i the future
All the responses by indwwdual members of WFSF recewed are published
below without copying the text of the appeal uself The responses show
strong commutment agawnst many of the wdeas of the appeal“ and see no
grounds for the views expressed, albeut tts grand aim to make “full contribu-
tion to the preservation of our herttage, the Earth ” The way chosen n it is

not appealing

“Paris, July 9th, 1992
Dear Sir,

Last April 14, 50 scientists from vari-
ous European sites, mcluding IEC
member countries, gathered in Hei-
delberg at the mwitation of “Projec-
tions” (the scientific magazine I pub-
Iish), and Dr Harald zur Hausen, D1-
rector of the German Cancer Re-
search Center

The outcome of this meeting, which
focused on hazardous substance
management and was chaired by Mr
Manfred Eigen, a Nobel Prize winner
1n the field of Chemistry and Mrs Rita
Levi-Montalcini, a Nobel-Prize winner
m the field of Medicine, was the Hei-
delberg Appeal -

The Appeal was origmnally intended to
draw the attention of Heads of State
attending the Rio Summit on
Junel3 To date, 1t has received over
525 signatures of approval from per-

sons m 33 countnes, mcluding 62
Nobel Prize winners

We consider that our mission, which
consists of keeping a watchful eye
over ecological developments, did not
come to an end when the Summit
was over In fact, 1t 1s our opmon
that quite the opposite 1s true For
this reason, we've extended circula-
tion of the Heidelberg Appeal in order
to collect the maximum number of
signatures from the scientific com-
munity

As a member of the World Futures
Studies Federation, I thought you
would be interested by the Heidelberg
Appeal We will be honored and
pleased to have your signature

With kindest regards, I remain
Cordially, .

Michel Salomon, MD
The Heidelberg Appeal Coordinator”

15
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ASSUMPTIONS OF INNOCENCE O THE PART OF ScienTists

Anfhony Judge

18th July, 1992
Dear Sir, \

Thank you for sending me (as a
member of WFSF) g copy of the Ap-
peal which I wall submut to the editor
of our periodical Transnatwonal Asso-
cations for possible publication

I read the text with isome sadness 1n
the Iight of the vanous other sub-op-
timal features of the Rio Summit
which I attended

The text regrets the wrrational in the
non-scientific commumty and stresgs-

es the positive functions of science
and technology

The lessons of the past decades
would seem to indicate that science,
as implemented by scientists, tends
to follow wherever the funding leads —
urespective of the morahty or ethics
or waste of resources nvolved As
has been noted at the highest policy

professionals of the ments of g
course of action, one merely hires
them to Justify that course with an
appropriate research methodology
The voice of “scientific responsibility”
remains hard to hear and one is jus-
tfied n wondering whether 1t 15
merely an exercise in tokenism akin

to that practiced by many of the larg-
€r corporations

What I find most offensive 1n the Ap-
peal 1s the assumption of innocence
on the part of scientists Science and
technology have contributed directly
and most enthusnastlcally to the
émergence of many of the severest
problems of pollution (not to mention
the Weapons-related issues), with Iit-
tle real concern for calls for restraint
This tendency continues How wnll
history Judge the sciences employed
by WHO or FAO in support of a var-
ety of blinkered development pro-
grammes that, as with economucs,
seem merely to have exacerbated the
problems of the societies in question?
But, perhaps worst, the behaviour of
scientists in response to each other 15
the epitomy of Irrational action and
berceptions, when greater maturity is
to be expected

In support of the latter statement,
need I cite to you the names of your
colleagues (Nobel Prize winners in-
cluded) who refuse to talk to each
other or appear at the same meet-
Ings? Need I mention the egotism
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The Appeal therefore only tells one
side of the story Many have been ex-
posed to what scientists choose not
to say People are aware that emu-
nent “scientists” can be found who
will accept payment to offer “scientific
proof” 1n support of any dubious per-
spective — whether 1t be the non-pol-
lutant origins of acid rain, the safety
of nuclear reactors, or any dietary
fad

The Appeal 1s correct in referring to
the evils (if that 1s to be considered a
scientific rather than an irrational
notion) of ignorance and oppression

Many find that establishment science
(acting through education, legisla-
tion, etc) 1s one of the strongest in-
struments of intellectual oppression,
and the history of the evolution of
science supports this view  Others
note how different disciplines of sci-
ence act with the greatest of arro-
gance in dealing with the mnsights
gamed from other disciphines, includ-
ing other faculty sciences How ratio-
nal are the fundamental sciences 1n
endeavouring to maximize resources
allocated to them at the expense of
the social and apphed sciences?

My point 1s simply that the Appeal 1s
less than helpful because 1t reinforc-
es the image of arrogant self-rngh-
teousness to which many are now re-
acting They are of course over-react-
ing, but who 1s to be blamed for that?
_Many have noted how orgamized sci-
ence 1s rephcating the historical
pathway of organized religion priest-
hoods, dogmas, repressive struc-
tures, dubious reward structures, fa-
cionahtsm, treatment of heretics, di-
minishing constituencies, etc Can
they be blamed if they see hope
some further historical swing of the
pendulum, given that the “rational”

has reinforced so many dubious miti-
atives?

I confess to increasing irritation at
the imphcations of references to
“momitoring” 1n various environment-
related programmes and appeals
Quute frankly 1t 1s becoming difficult
to distinguish between monitoring
that which 1s of some real value in
émpowering more appropriate re-
sponses and that which 1s really just
a converuent way of channelling
funds to cohorts of people who want
to write papers Does science object
to calls for “scientific whaling™ How
serious 1s the restraint on invaswve
anthropology?

The paragraph mn response to the 1n-
creasing distrust of hazarduous sci-
ence has a plaintive note to 1t Is 1t
not naive to expect people to beheve
that scientists can act responsibly on
these 1ssues? There are too many
emerging opportumties for unun-
scrupulous scientists and nstitu-
tions drugs, bio-chemical warfare,
genetic engineering, etc  And who 1s
to momtor scrupulousness effectively
under circumstances of research

confidentiality and ‘national securi-
ty"?

Frankly until science and scientists
are prepared to understand (and ac-
knowledge) how they are part of the
problem of the tiumes, they cannot be
considered to understand the nature
of the solution required

Scientists can make part of their “full
contribution to the preservation of
our common hentage” by taking
steps to put therr own house in
order Perhaps ICSU could address
itself to the flaws in mnstitutional sci-
ence in addition to its ASCEND 1ni-
tiative 1n clanfying the role of science
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In response to the challenges of the
times? It 1s wronic that the appeals
for Integrative approaches required to
heal” the planet tend to come from
those responding to “rrrational 1deolo-
gles” Institutional science has been
notably lax 1n efforts to develop inter-
disciphnary methodologies of more
than the most modest scope

A FRONT EOR PRO-INDUSTRY ATTACK

Trevor Hancock

Dear Dr Salomon,

I have received your letter and the
enclosed Heidelberg Appeal and 1t
causes me great concern The m-
pression I get 1s that 1t 1s a front for a
pro-industry attack upon ecology &
the environment movement replete
with code phrases such as “an ura-
tional 1deology wich 1s opposed to sci-
entific and technical progress” and
reference to “a Natural State, some-
times 1dealized by movements with a
tendency to look toward the past

Which particular (and un-named)

1deology and movement did you have
n mind?

Your group s own 1deology 1s only too
clear, rooted firmly 1n the domination
Over nature paradigm and widened
by your belief “that progress and de-
velopment have always nvolved 1n-
creasing control over hostile forces”
and your reference to ‘scientific ecol-
0gy” (whose science?) “ for a universe

Under the circumstances I-do not
think 1t approprate for me to sign the

Appeal, even if I was qualfied to do
S0

Yours faithfully,
Anthony J N Judge

whose resources must be taken stock
of, monitored and preserved” - pre-
sumably for humans to exploit
note, incidentally, that 1t 15 the uni-
Verse, no less, you wish to encom-
pass, no mere ecosystem for you, not
€ven a planetary one! Your group’s
Interest 1s made clear In the final
paragraph, where science, technology

aniii londustry are linked and capital-
1ze

It 1s regrettable that SO many scien-
tists, including Nobel Prize winners,
have signed this Appeal, but it
shows, 1f nothing else, that winning a
Nobel Prize does not €quate with wig-
dom For my part, I shall continue to
oppose the 1deology and movement
that you and your group represent,
In the firm belef that In your path
lies the destruction of nature and of
humanlkind

Yours truly,

i

October 1992 J Newsletter Vol 18 No 3 Issue 64 October 1992
;

QUESTIONING THE CONTINUOUS PROGRESS

i

Eleonora Masini

Saving the Planet 1s of course the
most 1mportant common goal for all
people They may be academics, pol-
1icians, or people just hiving in our
times of destruction which was pro-
duced 1n the past for the present and
the future, and which unfortunately
1s still being produced in many coun-
tnies of the world The damages, as
we all know, are more severe for the
survival and nutnition of the poorest
in the world We all also know that
the gap between the nch and the
poor 1s 1ncreasing everywhere at the
International or even national level
Environmental damages increase the
gap and project the effects of the gap
for decades ahead

I think that much 1s being done, not
by 1wrrational 1deologies, as stated 1n
the appeal, but by people who 1n
many places are re-discovering as
well as offering to the world the
knowledge, cumulated by generations
which were able to live on gifts by the
nature Such people offer knowledge
that aims at diminishing the damag-
es which are being done to the
nature This 1s the case of groups
such as those stimulated by Wangan
Maathai 1n Kenya and Vandana
Shiva in India  Such groups are

mainly composed of women who un-
derstand very well that their children
are the first to benefit from the gifts
of the environment and, at the same
time, the first to suffer from a dam-
aged environment Women, 1n fact,
are the first to have to walk longer
and further for water and wood in the
rural areas, and their children are
the first to suffer from both the lack
of such primary resources and the ef-
forts of their mothers

Science has helped immensely the
Humamnity and, at the same time, 1t
has been the creator of irreversible
damages to the environment The
continuous progress, of which the
Heidelberg Appeal speaks, can be
the source of continuous damage to”
the environment 1f the benefit for all
mnvolved 1s not the chosen goal If the
goal 1s the benefit for a few, as often
1s the case 1n industry, then we can-
not speak of progress It 1s 1ndeed
surpnising that the Heidelberg Appeal
seems to support industry in a time
when the future onented trends 1n
soclety are towards a so-called post-
industnal society based on informa-
tion The 1ssue stressed by the ap-
peal 1s that of ignorance while 1n real-
ity mn an industnal society 1t 1s one
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(;f oppression by a few who know ver-
sus the many who do not know

Overcoming diseases and starvation
1s indeed a fundamental goal towards
which science has given a great con-
tnbution At the same time, the dif-

fusion of the knowledge and of the
benefits of such contribution to many
beyond the few that want to use 1t for
bower, 1s crucial At the same time
the growing awareness of all people of
the world 1s the negation of such use
and will bear 1ts fruuts 1n the future
¢

area

Jim Funaro

Aptos, CA 95003 USA
tel (408) 475-1160

N

( Contact X

CONTACT X the natonal academic conference
which brings together some of the nation s foremost
scientists  science fichon wrters and arhsts  to
xchange ideas, explore possibilities and stimulate
new perspectives about humanity s future will con-
vene February 26-28 1993, in the San Francisco Bay

For further information please contact

Anthropology department, Cabrillo College

E-mail funaro@ucscb ucsc edu

—

Fasizhpmfm
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THE HIDDEN IDEOLOGY NATURE AS STOCKPILE OF RESOURCES

Penth Malaska

The mwtation to sign the appeal
came to me a bit delayed, only after I
already had recewed letters from AN-
THONY JUDGE and TREVOR HANCOCK,
with their responses to Dr Salomon
They were wondering whether WFSF
was somehow mvolved with and be-
hind the appeal - which 1s not the
case I commit myself fully to their
ample cntique agamnst the main
views of the appeal

The text of the af)pea] has many at-
tractive sayings in which one would
find nothing to oppose But then,

some other wordings ring alarm bells ,

as 1f there were hidden there some-
thing which one would not lLike at all
if noticed The appeal 1s worned
about a “pseudo-scientific’ and “irra-
tional” 1deology which opposes indus-
tnal progress and the increase in
harnessing nature to productive
needs The appeal gives some vague
hints of its own hidden 1deology
“ Nature 1s but a stockpue of resourc-
es for matenal use having economuc
utility to somebody”

The wview that in progress there 1s
nothing but “increasingly harnessing
Nature to needs” 1s a most vulgar

21

and destructive view of Nature and of
humans as its actors During the
last centuries we have witnessed a
serious narrowing of the meaning of
Nature to be only a stockpile of pro-
duction resources and matenal in-
puts for producing economic utility
This road has led us to the worsening
of problems encountered 1n the envi.
ronment It 1s a pure pseudo-scien-
tific 1llusion and a kind of wrrationali-
ty to believe that if we only use more
natural resources 1n exploitative
technology as we do now, we will find
a better world and a brighter future
as a result ‘

But what to do when even some of
the most distinguished natural scien-
tists see Nature only as a stockpile of
matter and energy for exploitation
and a prevailing ‘technology fix’ 1deol-
ogy as the scientific way to human
progress?

The appeal seems to me to mclude
some of what 1t 15 most worred
about rrational ~ pseudo-scientific
ideology However, this may be too a
strong statement because the appeal
expressed the aims only very briefly ¢

[
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— WFSF in the Pressure of Changes —

THE CHALLENGE OF OUR TIMES
Anthony J N Judge

This letter 1s a response to the
communications by WENDY SCHULTZ
and SOHAIL INAYATULLAH 1n the June
Newsletter, stimulated n part by the
fact that they both chose to cite me

My regret over the years since the
founding of WFSF 1s the manner 1n
which international organizations
tend to distinguish between their
substantive mterests and the imph-
cations of those interests for their
own structures and processes
Whilst this distinction may be con-
sidered unremarkable in many orga-
nizations, this should not be the case
with WFSF  Partly this 1s a conse-
quence of the academuc tradition
which sees no need whatsoever to
improve the context in which interac-
tion between meeting participants oc-
curs The degree of innovation 1n
meetings based on that tradition 1s
neghgible compared to the innovation
which 1s discussed m such settings
The same may be said with respect to
the structure of professional organi-
zations

Many will respond that these points
are of little interest compared to the
real substantive concerns of WFSF
with futures “studies” And I think
that therr wviews have held sway
Over the years there has however

been a dnft towards less hierarchical
structures and this has had some n-
fluence on the organization of WFSF

But as a “futures” organization WFSF
should, in my opinion, be leading the
way, not simply moving with the
crowd A touch of “networking”, with
some fancy e-mailing, never does any
harm , but 1t has not made the differ-
ences 1t was hyped-up as offering
(and I was a mussionary for both in
the 70s) We need another degree of
mnovation if we are to move towards
high orders of consensus within new
kinds of structures

Many would share the concern at the
conceptual gndlock in which the in-
ternational commumty finds itself
The extremely modest results of the
Earth Summit (the failures to find
any creative way to respond to 40
million starving 1n Africa, Yugoslavia,
etc etc) all suggest that somehow we
are collectively failing to respond to
the challenge of the times

I find 1t useful to argue that WFSF 1s
faced with a similar conceptual gnd-
lock, 1if only because we have some
greater chance of exploring ways of
getting our own house 1n order I ap-
preciate the contrnibutions made by
Sohail and Wendy, but they corre-
spond to modes mn which I too can
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commumcate And I am finding that
such modes, in which we have
considerable skulls, do not actually
move us forward In my view they
correctly pose questions and indicate
constraints but I am not, convinced
that they actually empower recipients
of such communications to engage 1n
appropriate 1nnovation The next
step remains elusive, even 1if one
agrees with the insights offered

It 1s for this reason that I find 1t use-
ful to argue that we are trapped 1n 1n-
appropriate metaphors which effec-
tively inhuibit our abihity to engage n
socialinnvoation As with the United
Nations 1itself, we can then play at
tinkering 1 suspect that there 1s
something about the language of n-
ternational community discourse
(general assemblies, programmes,
committees, working groups, etc)
which keeps us functioning at a level
which maintans the gndlock And
part of the problem 1s that we are
each remforcing the problem and
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have considerable difficulty in under-
standing how we could possibly be
doing that

It 1s especially regrettable that WFSF
should not have been able to address
this dilemma over the years - with a
view to becoming a kind of “post-
modermist”  orgamzation, showing
others the way into the future In
this sense I would remnforce Wendy’s
proposal for a one day session mn
Turku to focus on imagining a pre-
ferred future of the Federation But I
repeat my earlier point that such an
mitiative should not be seen as nsti-
tutional navel gazing, but rather as
using WFSF’s problems as an exer-
ase n transcending the gridlock sit-
uation to which we will be increasing-
ly exposed 1n wider society Frankly,
if we cannot do 1t for ourselves we do
not have much of a mandate to offer
msights to wider society

I'look forward to Turku ¢

Interested 1n the Quality of Congresses?

Tony Judge 1s building up a smalll mailing list of people who are interested In
new ways of dealing with some of the classic problems of international con-
ferences (unstoppable speakers lack of cross-fertilization waste of resourc-
es, lack of focus etc) The concermn s with key events, ke the Rio Earth Sum-
mit in which so many hopes are placed

At some stage a meeting Iis envisaged (possibly even during the Turku Con-
gress) but in the mean time please send any comment to

Tony Judge

UIA

40 rue Washington
B-1050 Brussels Belgium
Fax 32-2-646 0525
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WFSF -~ WHAT NEXT?

Satish C Seth

The WFSF Newsletter (Vol 18 No 2
Issue 63) of June 1992 does provide a
wholesome menu for reflection as to
the Future Goal setting from WFSF
Little purpose will be served by play-
Ing the blame game, no matter how
gently the darts are cushioned mn
multi-coloured velvet We should re-
spond to the question “what next”

I would like to place on record my
personal and global Futurist Com-
munity’s appreciation to those who
have set up WFSF and who, I am
sure, to the best of their vision and
ability have brought us together nght
Into the mid-nineties Let us not feel
frustrated on how well or badly deci-
sions were made, or how the earlier
conferences have been structured
We are a global body and we need to
reach out to '

i) regions

ii) allied professional bodies (UN
systems/others)

iii) fellow futunists at the individual
level

iv) governments (the policy level)

v) the people (the community
level)

Undoubtely, all this 1s networking,
and WFSF 1s doing 1t anyhow But
what we should be also domng 1s pro-
viding structures, decentralized but
linked, to make a success-of our net-
working efforts

I have neither any recipe to recom-
mend nor do I have any special axe to
gnnd  Whenever I have looked at
other global bodies, be 1t the meeting
of surgeons, footballers, chartered
accountants, telecom engineers, they
usually discuss different aspects of
thewr profession They don't discuss
esoteric, but nevertheless 1mportant
topics like democracy, culture etc
Surely we are different, we have to
discuss democracy, even if 1t be a
Dubrovnik-type of futures studies
course Maybe all this could be done
for a day or two, but not country
after country If this 1s WFSF’s key
goal, let us rename the Federation,
but I would still like to be there to
vote for Democracy My only problem
then would be to whom I should turn
to to learn more about futures stud-
1es I couldn’t care a fig at my age
whether there exists or not somteh-
Ing that WENDY L SCHULTZ calls an
nner-nng m WFSF I have done my
duty 1n India and, beleve it or not,
the rnings’ I had to cope with were not
of academuc professionals, but people
‘'with power, more simster than that
of scorpions and sharks

With God's grace I survived, the
Futures Studies Movement survived
In India More than that, 1t got 1nsti-
tutionalized Historians will one day
(those from India) have to analyze
how 1t happened To make therr task
easy, I shall tell them this In the
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70 s when the Department of Science
& Technology was created, futurology
was a part of the Presidential man-
date for the allocation of business to
this department (This was the inter-
national phase when ‘Computer’ had
come as an aid to analytical policy
making, and futures studies with its
different names was getting mstitu-
tionalized 1n country after country (I
do suspect that the Club of Rome
movement, for all its latent aspects
did help decision makers globally to
accord a due place to the study of the
future )

Now my surwvival (as I want to leave a
clue to future histonians of the futurl-
ogy movement,) was partly because
the science fratermity 1n the Depart-
ment of Science bureaucracy paid no
attention to this subject Its pursuit
would not have and still does not
gain them a gramn of weightage 1n
their career growth If anything, any-
one ndulging n futurology would
have lost their respect as a scientist
A dreaming fool that I am, 1t did not
hurt me a bit My silent slogan to fel-
low Indians who rallied behind me —
first for funds, and then because they
too, like me, could find a more fulfili-
Ing mission 1n hfe - was that a patri-
ot Indian need not be a futurologist
But a futurologist has no choice but
to be a patriot and, above all, has to
think 1n global terms

And therefore I have suggested that
i)  We pay due attention and review

the state of the art in futures studies
- continent wise/country wise/edu-
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cation mstitution wise (Let there be
an afternoon plenary session on 1t
each day)

if) We do everything that can get
futunsm, futures consciousness, fu-
tures studies, prognastication, tech-
nology forecasting, systems analysis,
or policy science a due professional
status

I do not know 1f I have expressed my
views amply and clearly but I feel
that whatever WFSF's High Priests
may finally decide, I am certain that
1t 1s high time we re-examined
WFSF's future Boards’ goals, and
sub-goals (research being our low-
point presently), and think of regional
structures to strenghten global net-
working

The Editorial of PENTTI MALASKA in
the Newsletter mentioned earlier de-
serves to be reread I am still reflect-
Ing on a paragraph there which be-
gmns with the words “The world situa-
tion keeps us concerned ” and ends
with the telling point “There rmught be
somethuing fundamentally wrong mn
the prevailing views of human qualr-
ty” My instant reaction 1s that we
futunists have a special obligation as
the promoters of futures conscious-
ness simce the Second Litaracy the
Computer Literacy, (the first being
the three Rs) 1s an essential but inad-
equate tool of developing humans,
the world 1s ready for the Third Literq.
cy, the futures consciousness, the fu-
tures enterprise, 1n its myriad con-
text ¢

Fampisnpmom
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The Turku World Conference 1s get-
ting nearer and the preparations are
well on the way The orgamzing com-
mittees are working for 1t to be suc-
cessful, but the efforts and opimons
of all of our members, however, are
necessary n order to make the con-
ference worth attending In his letter
of June 23rd, ANDRE VAN DAM writes
on the problems of European identi-
ty His words are well worth quoting
also 1n this context, when he tells us
to

carry a torch, like Fritz Schumach-
er’s Small 1s beautiful, and ring bells
of alarm or joy among the public, not
only among the elites In Beying,
Budapest and Barcelona we talked to
each other, with no echo beyond the
conference halls ” )

But, however, the relationship be-
tween scientists and the public 1s not
easy

“The road to the future, I believe, runs
through ‘medwatique’ If the mass
meda pick up your wea, the rnpple ef-
fect will be extraordinary, if not, you
have no uisibity beyond a small cu-
cle of well-intentwned colleagues who
create learned and abstract papers
that strice no chords with the grass
roots ”

News and Reflections

“French playwnrght Jean Guardoux
said that the elites watch disaster
Jfrom therr balcories Likewise, we fu-
turists watch the passage from now to
to-morrow from our academuc balco-
mes Let’s go down and mungle with
the crowds, and produce a booklet
that, ke Small 1s beautiful’, s so
sunple and strikking that it moves
media into publishing and people clos-
er toward European wdentity ”

Dawvid Skrbina from the Eco-Philoso-
phy Centre, Ann Arbor, tells us that
the nauguration of the Chair, HEN-
RYK SKOLIMOWSKI, in Eco-Philosophy
at the Techmcal Unversity of Lodz,
Poland occurred in February The
local media attended and several
speeches were given Now comes the
ongoing work of building up the de-
partment, finding nstructors, and
establishing a wiable graduate pro-
gram Professor Skolimowski 1s plan-
mng to be mn Lodz about four months
every year, to both teach and contin-
ue developing the program 0
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On behalf of two of my graduate students who are preparing a thesis on
matters related to education and futursm | appeal to colleagues experts
in these fields, o kindly provide some inputs case studies bibliographies
and/or suggestions

1 Thesis The future use of television and comic stnps in education at the
level of primary schools

Please send matenals to - -
Miss Uschi Lutzeler
Nicolas Granada 630
(1641) Acassuso Argentina

2 Thesis The future possibiliies of incorporating the topic of écology in the
curnculum of primary and secondary schools

Kindly send maternals to
Ms Marcela Gamga
Alem 175 12-A
(1642) San lsidro Argentina -

Many thanks for your kind cooperation

André van Dam

- : J
4 )

Cr/ecm,nq the 21st Century
Rights, Responsibilities, and Actrons

World Future Society (WFS) announces its 7th General Assembly for 1993
to be held at the Sheraton Washington Hotel in Washington D C on June
27-July 1, 1993
For more information, please contact

Robert Schley or Frances Seagraves

World Future Society

7910 Woodmont Avenue Suite 450

Bethesda Maryland 20814 U S A

tel (301) 656-8274
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A letter from SATISH SETH from India,
dated September 10, brings good
news

“I am glad to nform you that after 2
1/2 years hard work by the Indwan
Futunist Network along with the
Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) of India, from this acaderc
year (1992) 3500 schools wn Indwa,
over the years, would be teaching
Futurology at the IXth and Xth class
in the Indwian School System. The
movement, I am sure, wil spread--
slowly and steaddy We now have the
task of trainung about 5000 teachers
to understand what ‘futurology’ is all
about This 1s a mgjor breakthrough--
and we did it without any assistance
from the Government ’

Professor Seth would be most glad for
any advice and help His address 1s

Satish Seth
EB-166, Maya Enclave

G-8, Area, New Delhi -64, INDIA
tel +91-22-540 2903

Congratulations for a great achieve-
ment! Let's have a closer look at
India 1n our next Newsletter

Professor PENTTI MALASKA has been
elected member of the scientific
council of the FUTURIBLES Interna-
tional by its General Assembly last
spring  The responsibihty of the
newly elected council 1s to provide
the organization the scientific guid-
ance, recommendations, support and

assessment which 1s necessary to en-
sure an mternational development of
high quality production 1n the field of
futures studies

LN

After several years of planning activi-
ties, Finland Futures Research Cen-
tre was founded under the guding
principles of the Turku School of
Economics and Business Administra-
tion as an mdependent department
The Centre 1s a national research n-
stitute administrated by representa-
tives of all the three universities of
Turku and for the present directed by
Professor PENTTI MALASKA  Its activ-
1e1s 1nclude research, consulting, ed-
ucation and further education as well
as mternational cooperation i the
area of futures studies

The XIII World Conference will be the
occasion to officially connect the Cen-
tre to the mternational network of
futures institutes and futures activi-
ties

In the June Newsletter in the WFSF
NGO report to the UN there was-a
note which needs clanfication

The Project Futures of Cultures (and
not Living Cultures for the Future, as
stated in the report) 1s not a joint

project of WFSF with UNESCO but a

project of UNESCO which 1s coordi-
nated by ELEONORA MASINI

Sorry for the mistake 0

Fmafppm(m

28

Vol 18 NoJ Issue 64

October 1992

FOR THE FUTURE SYNTHESIS DEMOCRACY

Jin Rasanen

)

“}Lth this introducton, the Finrush Citizen’s Power Assocuation seeks contacts
with and wnformation about sumdar orgamzations and people interested mn

the future of democracy
\

The Finmish Citizen's Power Associa-
tion (FCP) 1s a group aimed at those
interested 1n the future of democracy
FCP has tackled the problems of the
growing needs for plurality, free flow
of mformation, decision-load, and
giving to an ordinary citizen more
possibilities to have mnfluence in pub-
lic ife - quite the same 1ssues that
have been discussed mn the WFSF
meetings recently

Synthesis Democracy 1s the concept
in the heart of our wholly new de-
mocracy model It means the synthe-
sis of direct and representative de-
mocracy — not compromise, not hy-
bnd, but a real synthesis The model
1n a nutshell

1 Free flow of information

Every document created by the state
1s public and available 1n the citizen’s
network Citizens can make legisla-
tive proposals and the prework 1s
open to everybody - live, or via net-
work

2 -Personal representation & depu-
tation per constituent
The Parliament does not vote accord-
mng to the prninciple “one member —
one vote’ but to the principle “one
constituent — one vote”

3 Up-to-date election & citizen’s
vote

A citizen can change his/her repre-
sentative any day by voting through
network He/she can also cancel the
deputation and vote himself/herself
on each 1ssue

4 Weighted acceptance voting

In the Parhament, everything 1s de-
caided by the voting procedure where
a voter can give as many acceptance
votes as there are proposals, and one
supportive vote The result 1s sum-
marized as weighted acceptance vot-
ing

5 Accountability of the Cabinet
Ministers

" Get away with the monolite govern-
ment! Every minister 1s elected sepa-
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rately by the Parhament Ministers
make decisions on an individual
basis concermning thewr ministries
Ministers are personally accountable
directly to the Parhament )

6 Local self-government
Power 1s de-centralized, everything
that can be decided at the local level
1s done so The principles above are
adjusted to the local level

This short ntroduction 1s just a
rough sketch The dynamics of the
model are much more interesting and
surprising, big parties break up, rep-
resentatives begin to seek generally
acceptable proposals, and ctizens
become active A comprehensive and
ambitious book on the 1ssue 1s being
written and several projects have

been and will be carned through,
such as participating in the Helsinki
CSCE conference, lobbying (read
propagating) the Finmish Parliament,
and outlining a “democracy exper-
ment with the students’ association
of Helsinki umversity

If this program nterests you, please
contact us and we will send you our
brochure describing the model 1n de-
tail more precisely

Jiri Rasanen

Ilmattarentie 10

sf-00610 Helsinki, Finland

tel & fax 358-0-797 646

telex 1002125 attn jiri rasanen
E-mail Jiri Rasanen@Helsinki FI

-

More information
Ing Benti Raga

The University of Economics Prague

fax 42-2-204 474

Designing the Future ;,n Europe 1993

Cerna 13 Praha 1 11000 Chechoslovakia

Second International Co lloquium
Prague, May 25-28, 1993

We have the honor to invite you for the continuation of histoncal and fu-
turological meeting of those who feel the need to discuss and to elucr-
date the conceptions funchioning In geopolitical, economical space ed-
ucational and information policies in Europe

The Colloquium in spring 1993 will be concentrated on cntical choices In
policymaking and on the identification of conceptual guidelinesdecreas-
ing nsk and uncertainty in the political practice of European institutions

An input into mass media will be opened for each participant

CSc Center Interuniversity Futures Studies
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Books and Articles

=

THE CHOICES OF DEVELOPMENT

The Futures of Development Selections from
the Tenth World Conference of WFSF Beymng
3 8 September 1988 Edited by E Masini J
Dator and S Rogers UNESCO Future-on-
ented- Studies Programme (FOS) August
1991 491 pp

Thus selection of papers presented to
the Tenth World Conference of the
WFSF offers a most interesting over-
view of approaches to the under-
,standing of world developments and
to development thinking The texts
are, apart from the introduction, pre-
sented under the following chapters

Future of the Future, Norms and Val-
ues of Development, Culture, Indus--
tnalization and Political Structure,
World Economy, World Market, Enwi-
ronment and Development, Rural
and Urban Development, High and
Traditional Technologies, Changing
Political Institutions, Education,

- Women, Children, and, finally, Work-

ing Group reports (12 working
groups), and Concluding Remarks

This extensive overview of the Confer-
ence gives an nsight into what the
futures of development may or
should be Judging by the papers
presented, the futures studies try to
avold strict specialization and the
aim 1S to percewve the future, or de-

velopment, primanly as understand-
g different cultures and values
The activities that induce develop-
ment, namely science and technolo-
gy, and the 1dea pf progress linked to
‘them, seem to be the second relevant
entry point The futurnsts try to ana-
lyze the relationships between pro-
gres and different value-systems (MA-
SINI) Future may be understood as a
resource (SETH), but also as a revi-
sion of the ‘wisdom of yore’ (MLIKO-
TIN) However, 1t seems that future 1s
much more than studies It 1s poli-
tics (JOHAN GALTUNG), developmental
politics perhaps, and thus a relevant
1ssue m the daily lives of people
Galtung also finds that the futures
studies branch out into art and intu-
1tion, and therefore cannot be of the
same nature as other kinds of scien-
tific endeavours This charactenstic
of the futures studies 1s not only
stimulating, but also a problematic
aspect of analyses of development
and changes

As soon as they are confronted with
concrete 1ssues of development, the
futunists present very different ap-
proaches, ranging from pure intuition
to an effort to systematize possible
outcomes of development This may
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be stimulating for academic discus-
sions, but hardly helps in defining
developmental policies Futures
studies seem to opt for ‘planning hike
a niver’ (CLEVELAND), 1e just feeling
the conditions for development and
adapting themselves to the given re-
ahties This may be reasonable, and
such an approach might have led
mankind to a more harmomzed and
humane development Unfortunate-
ly, many nwver-beds have already
been built by strict planners, who did
not perceive development as an inter-
action between man and nature but,
on the contrary, as man’s domination
over nature

A lot of interesting and useful obser-
vations may be found in the large
number of texts In a sense, this

book presents a manifold ‘wisdom’ on
development The most difficult
1ssue remains, however, the choice,
and the way 1t could be made If we
are expected to share ‘our common
future’ (Bruntland Commussion Re-
port), then 1t 1s up to all of us to de-
fine our particular futures, having in
mind that intuition 1s not always the
best guide The futunists are helping
by setting some principles to be fol-
lowed 1in the course of development
and by presenting the possibilities of
choice The book promotes a tolerant
and open approach to the choices of
futures, and puts together very differ-
ent perceptions of ‘our common fu-
ture’

(First published 1

Culturelink,
7/1992, pp 108-109) ¢

spectiva Barcelona

(ncluding mailing costs)

Address

Centre Catala de Prospectiva
Mallorca 285

Barcelona 08037 Catalunya Spain
fax +34-3-457 5851

#

The Barcelona Proceedings
came out

The Proceedings of the Xll World Conference Advancing Democracy
-and Participation Challenges for the Future have been published and
copies have been mailed to the participants of the conference by the
publisher and organizer of the conference, The Centre Catala de Pro-

Extra copies can be purchased from the publisher for the price of USD20

<
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SEEDS OF EXELLENCE

Joseph F Coates

Alternatwe Futures for the State Courts of
2020 James A Dator and Sharon J Rodg-
ers State Justices Institute and American
Judicature Society Chicago Illinois 1991

206 p B

Dator and Rodgers have produced a
landmark m applhed futures re-
search The report has three great
strengths  First 1s the substance
ofthe work 1itself, which looks at alter-
native futures for the state courts
over the next 30 years Second 1t'1s
the clear and complete account of the
process Unusual features of thus re-
port are the full details of the prelhm-
nary and the meeting activities
Third 1s the collection of incidental
material which adds to or supports
the analysis It all adds up to the
conclusion when you know what you
are domng and have spent decades
dong 1t, as Dator has, there 1s a high
probability that a_good and useful
outcome will result

The mam event, a conference in May
of 1990 lasting five days, mvolved
hundreds of judges and others con-
nected with the state court system as
well as a small cadre of professional
futunsts In addition to Dator and
Rodgers, there was support from
CLEM BEzOLD and Heather Kurent of

Vol 18 No 3 Issue 64
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the Institute of Alternative Futures,
who prepared a workbook for the
conference There was a nice Delph1
study done by Franklin Zweig and his
associates at Georgetown University
as preparation for the meeting

Nearly half of those present were
tramned to be “faculty’ They were
people connected with the court sys-
tem who were given specific futures
traiming 1n order to make the network
click Bezold was primarily responsi-
ble for workshop planming

The meeting was organized around
four kinds of actiities analysis of
trends, the development of scenarios
the creation of visions, and the 1den-
tification of strategies for achieving
those visions

The pre-conference preparations n-
cluded the Delphi study mentioned
It did not prove to be a positive augu-
ry for a meeting of judges and others
to be oniented toward the future The
basic matenal coming out of the Del-
ph1 resembled the front pages of the
last 60 1ssues of the New York Tunes
or Washwington Post The top ten soci-
etally important i1ssues noted mn the
Delphi affecting the court system in
2020 were
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Illegal drug trade

Children m poverty

Growth of the aging sector
Poverty cycles

Weakening family structures
Availability of handguns
Child abuse

Environmental disputes
Declining public schools
Spousal abuse

With such a strong commitment to
the short-term, that Dator and his
associates were able to so futurize
the meeting 1s a tribute to the second
step, which was faculty tramming
There were five plenary and 28
breakout sessions The faculty coor-
dinator’s training workshop was held
two months prior to the conference

The structure of the meeting involved
plenary sessions, breakout sessions,
and small groups, which produced
matenal in the four categornies men-
tioned earher Rodgers and Dator
collected all the matenal from the
groups and put 1t together into seven
future scenarios, each running about
six to seven pages They vary from
prosaic to super-high-tech  Others
mvolve extensive mstitutional chang-
es Others have a strong green and
femimist cast An outstanding job
was done 1 converting all that raw
matenal into cogent scenarios

In preferred futures, they first creat-
ed some visions and then broke them
down mn an mteresting and cogent
way, as descnibed in the book They
came to the conclusion that there
were three kinds of visions First was
the status quo with some bells and
whistles Second was one of modest
change Third were four separate wi-
sions mvolving substantial and radi-
cal change The authors used two
convergent techniques to get a sense

October 1992

of how the conferees receiwved these
radical change scenarios It 1s grati-
fying to realize that despite the pro-
saic input from the Delphi, 49% pre-
ferred the modest change model, and
a surpnising 40% preferred a great
change model

The book imncludes a collection of the
plenary and major addresses Each
one merits close attention The dis-
cussion of the implementation of the
foresight programs in Hawau, Virgin-
13, and Arizona are encouraging as to
what old-hne, highly conservative in-
stitutions such as the courts can do
They further show - particularly the
Hawan and Virgmia models - the
long continuing actiity required
(largely by Jim Dator) to constantly
nudge the system, present the oppor-

tumities, lay out the necessary -

matenals, and work cooperatively
with key people to move in an effec-
tive future direction

One outstanding value of this report
hes 1n the close attention to the de-
tails of what made the whole thing
chick, including the history underly-
ing the meeting Of equal value 1s
the application of techniques for tak-
ing a group of people, with every rea-
son to believe they are committed to
the short-range and locked into a
conservative model, and have them
unfold 1n an attractive way the need
for substantial and radical changes
1n their enterprise

We can only hope that this approach
will be adopted by executive agencies
of federal, state, and local govern-
ment and by the US Supreme
Court Many American corporations
now wresting with therr long-term
future could benefit from being Da-
torized and Bezolded 0
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A BOOK FOR YOUTHS ON THE ENVIRONMENT

Jukka O Mattila

Youth Action Guide on sustainable develop
ment AIESEC International Brussels Bel-
gum ISBN 90-800722-1-4 248 p

Based on the conference on sustain-
able development, held in Tokyo n
August 1990, AIESEC (International
Association of Students in Econom-
1cs and Busmess Administration)
has produced a detailed Youth Action
Gude on sustamnable development
Its main themes are environmental
problems and development coopera-
tion The book has been directed pni-
marily at the youths, but as an over-
view on the contemporary global
problems and the possible models for
their solution, 1t 1s suitable for all age
groups In addition, the book 1s an
mmportant compensation to other
works on the subject because 1t
doesn’'t merely describe the problems,
as so often can be seen in similar
works, but also gives concrete advice
for action

The Tokyo conference had two main
mtensions first, to awaken the con-
sciousness of the world youth with a
method which 1s based on deep ac-
tion and interaction The second aim
was to influence in national and 1n-
ternational attitudes and, first and
foremost, decision-making at all lev-
els through the opmnions and concern
of young people v

The size of the conference, 200 par-
ticipants from 45 different countries,
gives special weight to the guwde
This 1s reflected  also in the subject
mdex of the book, contaiming among
other things thorough descriptions
on such problems as population ex-
plosion and the dangers of desertifi-
cation -

The functional body of the book 1s di-
wided 1nto four chapters

1 Human

sustainable development and the
awakening of the responsibility of the
young/population/employment/pro-
duction of nutrition and consumption
habits /urbanmization

2 Physical environment
the greenhouse effect/ozone layer
and acid rain/forests

3 Industry and trade

industry and environment/usage of
proper technques to diminsh the
technological differences/internation-
al trade/energy/waste handling and
circulation

4 Structural factors
mstitutionality as an obstacle to sus-
tainable development/the public sec-
tor/education
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The first 15 pages of the Youth Action
Guide describe clearly and intensive-
ly the starting pont of the book, its
purpose and the many ways to affect
young people The book works on
the level of youths, concentrates on
the possibiities of education, and
teaches youths to think beyond the
present and mnto the future n every
subject

Because global problems. are hinked
with each other in many ways, refer-
ences to other chapters are marked
n the margins of the book There are
no pictures i the book, but because
of numerous subtitles, getting ac-
quamnted with the matters 1s easy
even for those young readers whose
mother tongue 1s not English The
role of the pictures has been given to
tens of citations, also in the margins

The mmportance of education and the
awakening of consciousness, 1mn cre-
ating possibilities to affect, and lob-

bying 1n order to influence legislation,

and the meaning of a way of life are
emphasized in the book When try-

LET THERE BE LIGHT

Leena-Maija Salminen

5 \

Paradigms wm  Progress Life Beyond
Economucs

Hazel Henderson 1991 Knowledge Systems
Inc Indianapohs USA ISBN 0-941705-21-8

HAZEL HENDERSON s new book titled
~ Paradigms wn Progress gave me new

g to mnfluence directly, it 1s 1mpor-
tant to reach key persons and
groups Among others, parents, edu-
cators 1n general, and different youth
organizations are also regarded as
mmportant The book, edited by the
young for the young, shows a very re-
alistic picture of the possibilities of
working on opmions According to 1t,
opinion leaders are noisy, and neces-
sary as such, but they have a short
attention span, when compared with
organizational leaders who are de-
scribed as long sighted, cooperative,
and aiming at internationality In the
long chain of influence, everybody 1s
needed

It 1s warming to see the throughly
posttive attitude of the book on the
possibilities to affect, and especially
the trust in youths In addition to a
source of action projects in schools,
high schools and other educational
establishments, the book 1s also a
good guide for local decisionmaking
and for courses on sustainable devel-
opment, regardless of the age of the
participants ¢

hght Her work 1s an nteresting
mwvitation for everyone to get
mvolved, to act and to try new 1deas
mto the past ways of economic
thinking

[
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Henderson has studied the transition
of industnal societies from their non-
renewable resource base as they
shifted toward a new base of
renewable resources Since the
1960s, many fruitful metaphors of
transition have emerged, which have
helped to map the ongomng
restructuring of industnal societies
In Creating Alternatwe Futures (1978)
Henderson has summed up this
emerging global view as The End of
Econonucs, since economics (from left
to nght) was primanly concerned
with 1ndustnalism as method of
producing matenal goods efficiently
and with greater technological
virtuosity”

She goes further and discusses the
dawning of the Solar Age which in
her terminology means a shift to
renewable resource management and
sustamnable forms of production
This kind of repatterming of the
exploding Information Age, 1s nothing

less than a paradigm shift, where we
take off the old spectacles of all the
narrow separate disciplines econom-
1cs, sociology, physics, engimneenng,
psychology, and the rest, and
compost all these fragments into a
holisic view of the entire human
family, now mextrically hnked by our
globe-girding technologies nto one
emerging planetary culture This Age
of Light lies beyond the Information
Age which 1s no longer an adequate
mmage for the present, let alone a
quide to the future

In -the book, the text part 1s
mtertwined with three poems called
Prelude, Interlude and Postlude
which reveal different approaches of
the phenomena discussed Also the
clear visualization by several plates
excellently clanfies - the 1ssues
Henderson wants to emphasize

Paradigms are defimitely in progress,
and let's hope that there be Light in
the Future! 0

Spielmann

Pierre Weiss

UNESCO

Bureau of Programme Planning
Place de Fontenoy, 7

Pans 7, France

fax 33-1-4306 0108, -4655 1917

e ———————————————— e e

Unesco Future Scan-Bulletin

The first issue of the Unesco Future Scan-bulletin of WFSF-UNESCO co-opera-
tion project has come out It focuses on education and the articles were
wrtten by Michael Maren, Rich Slaughter and Bernd Hamm & Walter

The bulleﬁn can ban be ordered from |
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INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
RUDRESHANANDA AVADHUTA  from

Mainz, Germany, has a Ph D from
Stanford University, Calformia, n
Psychology: and M Sc in physics from
University of Ilnois He has been
Acharya (teacher of meditation) at
Ananda Marga, Washington D C and
Copenhagen, for seven years Dr
Avadhuta’s work has focused on de-
veloping the scientific and medical
aspects of the new theory of nucrovita
a new theory about the onigin and
matter of life), and the analysis of
geographic polar data for evidence of
the beginning of a polar shift, de-
scribed by PR Sarkar in 1986 Co-
editor of New Renaissance magazine
since 1990, Dr Avadhuta has pub-
hshed several articles on microwvita,
the shifting of the Earth s poles, psy-
chology, health and science hinking
scientific metaphors with spiritual
metaphors

DONALD P CHIMANIKIRE has receiwved
his Ph D in International Relations
with INU University, New Delhi, and
M A and Kiev State University Pres-
ently a Senior Reseach Fellow in de-
velopment studies and international
relations at the Institute of Develop-
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ment Studies in Harare, Zimbabwe,
Dr Chimanikire 1s planming study
projects concerning the economic as-
pects of sustainable development and
the problems of globalization versus
localization In addition, Dr Chi-
manikire tells us that he 1s interested
n environmental matters

JYRKI KAKONEN 1s a Doctor in Politi-
cal Science and Director of Tampere
Peace Research Institute (TAPRI) in
Tampere, Finland He has completed
studies on the future of the European
security order, the changing roles of
Periphenes 1n the future world order,
and Civil Society as a future actor in
mternational politics In addition to
writing several books and articles on
peace and future subjects, Dr

Kakonen has also been co-ordinator
of TAPRI's international project Alter-
natwe Securtty and Development in
the Arctic, and directed the project
Sustainable development and security
n the Arctic at the same nstitute

Presently he 1s planming a project
called Return of the Past Middle Age
regimes as an order for Future Eu-
rope .

.

~
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ROBERT B TEXTOR from Portland, Or-
egon, 1s Professor of Anthropology,
Ementus, with Stanford Umnwversity,
Cabformia  Expenienced in futures
research he has developed theory.and
method for futures studies within the
framework of sociocultural anthro-
pology for 15 years His Ethnograph-
1c Futures research method 1s widely
used n futures research Professor
Textor has wide expernience 1n re-
search, both in the USA and
Southeast Asia, especially Thailand
and earher Japan Hawving trained as
a Buddhist monk and speaking flu-
ent Thai, Professor Textor 1s involved
1n planning projects in Thailand

, INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS

WORLD ORDER MODELS PROJECT
(WOMP) (New York, NY, USA)
1s an association of scholars and po-
htical figures from various parts of
the world engaged in research, edu-
cation, dialogue and action aimed at
promoting a just world order WOMP
, concewves of the world’s peoples as
facing problems that are global 1n
reach, though local 1n significance by
utiizing an analytical/ethical frame-
work that calls for inquiry and inter-
related value solutions orgamzed
‘around concepts of peace, economic
well-being, social justice, ecological
stability, positive 1dentity, and mean-
ingful participation  Organized 1n the
mud-sixties WOMP publishes Alterna-
twes, a journal for social transforma-
tion and humane governance SAUL
MENDLOVITZ IS ‘THE FOUNDER AND DI-
RECTOR OF WOMP

J

AUSTRALIAN COMMISSION FOR THE FuU-
TURE LTD (Carlton Vic, Australia)

was founded to support the process
of change towards a better future, to
inform debate and decisions of criti-
cal consequence for the future, to un-
dertake long term planning for public
and private sector clents, and to cre-
ate an effective network of ‘informa-
tion on important emerging 1ssues to
schools and the commumty The
Commussion publishes journal called
21 C and its chairman 1s Robyn
Williams, managing director Susan
Olver -

At the General Assembly meeting in
Barcelona 1t was proposed that the
Membership Directory 1ssue should
introduce the members with more 1n-
formation than as usual, the ad-
dresses and contact numbers This
proposal was published 1n the News-
letter (Vol 17 Issue 61 Nov 1991) and fol-
lowing members have responded to
the plea so far with short entries

DENIS GOULET

JAGDISH CHANDRA KAPUR,
CHRISTIAN KUNZ

FuMIO NAKAJIMA

Please mail short entries to the Sec-
retariat  If there will be enough en-
tries available, they will be mncluded
1n the next Directory 1ssue c 0

MiSSING MEMBERS

MOCHTAR BUCHOR]I, Indonesia
DEONAUS MBILIMA, Swaziland
JANICE TAIT, Canada =
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Call for the new FUTURESCO Project
on Culture

.

{
The Second Agreement wu’rr/u UNESCO has been signed in May 1992
The third topic for abstracts s CULTURE and Eleonora Masini will write
the synopsis We will welcome all members to participate in this es-
sential futures studies effort for and within the WFSF N

Abstracts can be written on other topics too
’)

Please contact the WFSF Turku office immediately for more instruc-
tions

1

Leena-Maia Salminen, Project Manager .
Office of the WFSF Secretanat  /

¢/o Turku School of Economics and Business Administration
Rehtornnpellonkatu 3

sf-20500 Turku, Finland t

tel +358-21-6383 376

fax +358-21-2330 755
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Coherence and Chaos

. Our Uncommon Futurzs
- Vistons, Means, Actions

The X!l WFSF World Conference

will be arranged in Turku Finland from August 23-27 1993 together with
the Finnish Society for Futures Studies (FSFS)

A telematic pre-conference has already begun and it works by an
electronic mail system specially organized for the Conference

The second announcement with more specific details will be mailed to
the members In a few weeks

More information on the arrangement:
Ms Mera Laaksonen Conference Secretary
Office of the WFSF Secretarat
c/o Turku School of Economics
Rehtonnpellonk 3  sf-20500 Turku Finland
tel +358-21-517 648  fax +358-21-2330 755
E-mail MLAAKSONEN@FINABO ABO Fi

More information on the contents
Dr Mika Mannermaa
Turku School of Economics
Rehtorinpellonk 3  sf-20500 Turku Finland
tel +358-21-638 311  fax +358-21-2330 755
E-mail MMANNERMAA@FINABO ABO Fi

More informaton on the telematic pre-conference
Ms Aull Keskinen General Chairperson of the Futuremail
Ministry of Environment
P O Box 399
sf-00121 Helsinki Finland
tel +358-0-199 1449
fax +358-0-199 1202

L —




WORLD FUTURES STUDIES FEDERATION

Let's look at the same direction foward our common,
uncommon futurel
(Sohall Inayatullah and Helen Salminen)

WFSF Secretanat
Turku School of Economics
Rehtorinpellonkatu 3 sf-20500 Turku Finland
phone 358-21-638 3310 - 638 3340 -2330 835
telex 62310 tkkk sf
telefax 358-21-2330 755
E-mail MALASKA@UTU FI or ARUBIN@FINABO ABO FI



